POKO PUPPETS PRESENTS

'AESOP'S FABLES"

A STUDY GUIDE

Background-

In POKO PUPPETS' presentation of "Aesop's Fables," giant sized masks and puppets bring eight of the classic tales to life --in American Ragtime Style. This unique combination of ancient Greek fables and American ragtime music makes an excellent show that appeals to a wide age range. The spectacular visuals and music appeal to all. Younger children recognize many of the familiar stories and are entranced by the large colorful puppets and action of the show. Touches of vaudeville humor appeal especially to older children and adults.

In order to better prepare audiences for getting the most enjoyment possible from the show, the following is background information and suggestions for pre​-performance preparation and after-show follow-up.

Who was AESOP?

No one is entirely sure if he ever existed as information is scarce. If he did exist, he was probably a slave in Greece around 600 B.C. and was quite possibly a black African. As the story is told, he came to the court of Croesus in Asia Minor as freed man and soon became an ambassador to the various capitals.

Aesop was best known for his animal or beast tales, or fables, which were an excellent way to tell truths that people perhaps do not wish to hear. The message, or moral, is "clothed" in the form of an animal fable, so that the listener can learn and accept the wisdom of the story and then relate it to his own life.

Aesop did not invent the fable; it is a form that can be found in many other cultures, especially in the Eastern countries. Aesop did not write his fables down, so they were carried from generation to generation by word of mouth, in the oral tradition, as people told and retold them. This continuous retelling resulted in story variation, slight changes with each telling.

The first collection of the fables that we know about was written down 300 years after Aesop's death. It is not surprising that each edition is slightly different and that these stories can be found in the folklore of many other cultures around the world.

The Presentation
This presentation is set in the vaudeville era (early 2Oth century) in America, and many of the characters are dressed appropriately, including Aesop in a skimmer hat and "MC" jacket, with white hair and a swarthy complexion.

Before the Show
To best be prepared for this production, one should first know what a fable is. A fable is a story or tale invented with the intention of instructing and amusing; the convention of having a moral or lesson to each fable is central to the character of this particular form of tale.  The fictitious narrative often involves animals represented as speakers and actors.

The eight fables in this show (and their accompanying morals) are:

1.
"The Lion and his Three Counselors"

Moral:
In dangerous times,  wise men say nothing.

2.
"The Man With Two Wives"

Moral:
If you give into everyone, then you will soon have nothing to give.

3.
"The Tortoise and the Hare

Moral:
Slow and steady wins the race.

4.
"The Fox and the Grapes"

Moral:
Only fools don't like what they cannot get.

5.
"Mercury and the Woodsman"

Moral:
Honesty is the best policy.

6.
"The Fox and the Crow

Moral:
Flatterers are never to be trusted.

7.
"The Mountebank and the Farmer"

Moral:
Never applaud a fake, and then laugh at the real thing.

8.
"The Lion and the Mouse"

Moral:
Little friends may prove to be great friends.

After the Show
The following are topics that may be used for discussion:

1.
What is a fable?

2.
Why are fables a good way to relate the morals or lessons that they tell?

3.
Give an example from your own experience in which you learned the same lesson as the one in one of Aesop's Fables.

4.
What are some of the different types of puppets in this production?

5.
Why do you suppose that certain colors were chosen to represent certain characters in the show.

6.
Why do you suppose that the hunters in "The Lion and the Mouse" were represented only by their helmets, monocles and mustaches; or the crowds in "The Tortoise and the Hare" by flags; and the faces of the two wives by a wire outline?

7
Suggestion for a matching quiz: Match the title of the fable with its moral.

8.
Find and discuss examples of different morals being given for the same fable.

9.
How is seeing a show "live" in a theatre different than seeing one on TV or in the movies? How do you behave differently in these situations, and why?

10.
What different skills and talents do you think are needed to create a puppet show like the one you saw?

11.
Discuss what is meant by conflict. Identify the conflict in each of the fables and identify the resolution. Have the children identify some examples of conflict/resolution in their own experiences.

12.
Discuss the fact that having emotions is a common bond among people and animals. Have the children identify various emotions that the characters may have had. Encourage them to relate the emotions they might identify in the characters to those emotions they might have experienced in their own lives.

ACTIVITIES

1.
Re-enact some of the fables.

2.
Do illustrations of the characters that were most memorable.

3.
Allow the children to pick a folk or fairy tale or another fable that they know and have them dramatize it in play form.
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Making Puppets Come Alive, by Larry Engler and Carol Fijan, New York,
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The Muppets Make Puppets, by Cheryl Henson, New York, Workman Publishing, 1994: how to make simple puppets with materials at hand

