POKO PRODUCTIONS

The

Jack Frost Holiday Revue

Conceived & Produced by Larry Engler

Directed & Staged by William Koch

Puppets & Masks Designed by Randy Carfagno & Sal Denaro

Costumes Designed by Barbara Sabel & Julie Schwolow

“12 Days of Christmas" Designed by David Jones

"LITTLE RED ROCKET HOOD" & "THE THREE LITTLE PIGS":

Book & Lyrics by David Axierod

Music and Arrangement by Peter Howard

Sets and Properties by John Scheffler

-THE VOICES-

Little Red Rocket Hood
Ivy Austin

B.B. Wolf, Space Hunter
Leslie Feagan

"Wood" Pig, Mother, Grandmother
Kate Ingram

"Straw" Pig
Tad Ingram

"Brick" Pig, Space Wolf, Jack Frost
Robert Lydiard

Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer
Todd Stockman

I

-AN AUDIENCE SING-ALONG-

including:

"Jingle' Bells" "Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer" "The Twelve Days of Christmas" (should you have forgotten. .

1. Partridge in a pear tree, 2. Turtle doves, 3. French horns, 4. Calling birds, 5. Gold rings, 6. Geese-a-laying, 7. Swans-a-swimming, 8. Maids-a-milking, 9. Ladies dancing, 10. Lords-a-leaping, 11. Pipers Piping, 12. Drummers Drumming

THE JACK FROST HOLIDAY REVUE

A holiday musical extravaganza featuring the Black-light, space-age adventures of Little Red Rocket Hood” and a rollicking country-western Three Little Pigs.  A parade of giant costume characters join Jack Frost, Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, Frosty the  Snowman and many more to celebrate the holiday season

Poko Puppets, Inc.

Established in 1966 by its Director, Larry Engler, the company has grown in many directions: Full stage productions for large theatres (Brooklyn Academy of Music, Detroit Institute of Art, Metropolitan Opera House); concert appearances with orchestras (Phila​delphia Orchestra, Buffalo Philharmonic); and smaller shows that have toured venues from Anchor​age to Atlanta, San Juan to Singapore.
THE THREE LITTLE PIGS is a country-western operetta with original score by Peter Howard (Music Director at Barnum and Annie). and book and lyrics by David Axlerod (Sesame Street). The three pigs, five-toot-tall body puppets, are out to make it with their country band. and the wolf, a citv slicker. is out to get them.

LITTLE RED ROCKET HOOD is a musical fan​tasy set in the future. Based on the "Red Riding Hood" story, this version features giant. Glow ​in the dark rocket ships and comets, futuristic sets and costumes. and of course, "The Space Wolf:' Another book and score by Axlerod and Howard capture the essence of the origi​nal story. and present it in a fresh new way.

DEFINING PUPPETS

According to BiI Baird; "A puppet is an inanimate figure that is made to move by human effort before an audience."

Engler and Fijan wrote "...a puppet is something that is not Alive which a performer can bring to life.   A puppet can be almost any inanimate object and can be made from virtually hundreds of different materials."

The five main types of puppets are; hand puppets, stick (or rod) puppets, shadow puppets, marionettes (string puppets), and mouth puppets. There are, of course many other types of puppets (finger puppets, body puppets, etc), and various combi​nations of all the different types that are used.

Puppets can be operated directly by hand, through strings, sticks, and even with radio signals by remote control! Are the robotic figures seen at theme parks actually puppets? Would the computer programmer then be the puppeteer?

Many of the figures that you will see in the two puppet productions are called "body puppets." Unlike more conventional puppets, the puppeteer is inside the giant figure. These figures are still inanimate objects that are brought to life in front of an audience, and so we still consider them puppets. What about the giant balloons used in parades? Are they gigan​tic marionettes? It might be of interest that the first parade bal​loons for Macy's were designed by Tony Sarg, the leading American puppeteer of his day, and were worked on by his assistant, Bil Baird,

A key part of the definition of a puppet is the audience. Pup​pets are in fact actors, and they are used to communicate something to an audience. Dolls, on the other hand, are inanimate objects .that usually come to life for one child, and are used for play.  Dolls and puppets often resemble one another, and can even be made from similar materials. The real difference is how they are used.
BEFORE THE SHOW

Clearly, the best class preparation for both productions is to read the stories. Many versions of "The Three Little Pigs," "Little Red Riding Hood are readily available.

The students could then perform the stories in several ways:

A. After reading the stories to the class, students could act them out in an improvisatory manner (with no script or preparation).

B.
The students could act them out as they are being read. Not only could they play the character roles (e.g. Little Red Rid​ing Hood, the wolf) but they could also play other parts (like the wind, the trees in the forest, etc.) as well.

C. The students could write their own modern version of each story in a play form and then act it out.

Topics for Discussion Before the Show

1.
What is a conflict? What are different conflicts presented in these stories, and how is each one resolved?

2. What is a puppet? What different types of puppets have you seen? How are puppets different from dolls?

AFTER THE SHOW

Suggested Topics for Discussion and Essay

1 What different types of puppets were used in the production you saw? What do you think they were made of? How were they operated? Why are they puppets?

2.
What does adapting a story mean? How were the stories you saw adapted for the show? Why did you think they were adapted in that way?

3.
What different skills and talents do you think are needed to create a puppet production like the one you saw?

4.
What parts of the show were most memorable to you? Why? Write about this and draw a picture of those scenes and characters.

Other Suggested Activities

I.
Make simple puppets with your class using paper bags, paper plates, or socks. Look on the student guide for instruction or check your library for books on constructing other types of puppets.

2.
Using your newly made puppets, improvise a show based on a story you know. You might choose a story with some "set" dialogue, such as "Goldilocks and theThree Bears."

3.
Find some books about puppetry and bring them into the classroom. There are dozens of excellent books about puppet building, puppet manipulation, and the history of puppets to the present day.

Resources

The Puppetry Store (Mail Order): John and Jeanine Bartelt, Directors, 1525 S.E. 24th Street, Auburn, Washington 98002-7837/ phone: (253) 833-8377

PUPPETRY ORGANIZATIONS;

1.
THE PUPPETRY GUILD OF GREATER N.Y. : PO Box 244, New York, NY. 10116

Meets in Manhattan every other month during the school year. Also publishes a newsletter and holds special events, and recep​tions for visiting puppet companies from around the world. 

2.
THE PUPPETEERS OF AMERICA. Membership: Gayle Schluter #5 Cricklewood Path, Pasadena. CA 91107

Publishes a handsome quarterly journal, and holds bi-annual national festivals, and regional festivals.   On the Web at WWW.Puppeteers.org
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